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ARAB MUSLIM CITIES

T h. l"r. r.uenties witnessed the rise of

fundrnrenta l is t  regimes in many Mus-
l im  coun t r i es .  Na t i onu l i s t i c  a t t i t udes
brought  about  an increasing awareness
o f  t he  cu l t u ra l  va lues  imp l i c i t  i n  t he i r
urban systems. Governments needed an
operat ional  dei in i t ion of  the Musl im
ci ry  before drawing new planning
gu ide l i nes .  wh i ch  exp la ins  t he  many
cont 'erences and symposiums on the
lv lus l im c i ty  sponsored by research
groups lnd pol i t ica l  organizat ion.s
throughout  the Musl im wor ld.

Perhup.s the most uctive such organi-
zat ions were the Aga Khan Awards for
ls larr r  ic  Archi tecture.  the Organizat ion
of Arub Towns. and the Franco-Br'it i .sh
Program on Middle Eastern Ci t ies.
Their effbrts produced publ ications that
ranged from reactionary treittments by
nat ional is t  scholars to the more cr i t ica l
Orientalist i lpproach.

The Organizat ion oF Arab Towns
.sponsored three in tern l t ional  confer-
ences but only published l"ieAr abCi0',
(  1982  ) .  ed i t ed  bv  I .  Se rase ld in  and  S .
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El-Sa-rl6k.lff,ch tlealt with the identitv
i -nOiu i tut ion of  the Musl im c i ty  f rom
past to pre.sent. and presented strategies
for  pf  anning and conservat ion. Is lamie '
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r led Dy A,  Uerman.  uses the proceecl -
ffi-S ot'aTffiilurn-sponsored by King
Faisul  Univers i ty  in  Saudi  Arabia.  L ike
Tha Arub Cll-r ', the volume contains
contr ibut ions f ronr  u l l  over the wor ld.
Ku l ran ' s  i n t roduc to ry  a r t i c l e ,  wh i ch
den' lonstr i t ies the t l  ivers i ty  of  Musl inr
a rch i t ec tu ra l  s t y l es  and  u rban  t r l d i -
t ions.  chat lcnges the not ion of  th ings Is-
lanr ic .  inc luding c i ty  form. Thi .s  ar t ic le
contr i ls ts  wi th the nr t ic les by Cr lbar
and  DeMon tequ in .  who  a t t emp t  t o
identiiy the lslamic essence of architec-
ture andurban cx is tence in the Musl i rn
rvor ld. l

The research assuntptions and trends
in these publ icat ions have evolved f rom
the  cumu la t i ve  resea rch  o f  o r i en ta l i s t
i rnd or ienta l  scholars.  The fundamental
wo rks  o f  W i l l i am and  Georges
Margais.  Jean Sauvaget ,  and Roger Le
Tourneau establ  ished a chai  n ofuuthor-
i ty  in  what  must  be cal led an or ienta l isr
t radi t ion that  bel ieved ls lam should be
credi ted wi th s igni f icant ly  increasing
the degree of urbanization in the Middle
East and the introduction ofa characrer-
is t ica l ly  Musl im c i ty  form.r  To these
pr imar i ly  morphological  s tudie.s was
added the rev is ionis t  point  of  v iew of
Gustaf  von Grunebaum. who produced
a rve I  l -known or ienta l is t  s tereotype-
accused by many of  reduct ionis t  meth-
ods-that presented the "typical physi-
ca l  t o rm  o f  a  Mus l im  c i t y "  i n  re rms  o f
inst i tu t ional  s t ructurqs. iThis ,model  has
been adopted by many or ienra l  schol -
ars, {  and was not  chal lenged unt i l  the
appearance of  I ra Lapidsus 's  c laSsic
Muslinr Cities in the later Middle Ages
(19671.  Taking the cases of  Aleppo,
Cairo,  and Damascus,  Lapidus invest i -
gated the forces that  estahl ished Mus-
l i rn  c i t ies as funct ional  urban ent i t ies in
the Middle East .  He concludes that
Musl im urban society d iv ided essent ia l
powers and functions among its differ-
ent  component  groups and that  urban
fornr  was the outcome of  the re lat ions
among these groups and not defined by
a s ingle pol i t ica l  or  socio-econonr ic
body.  This l ineof  reasoning is  fo l lowed
by several  Or ienta l  scholars inThe Is-
larn ic  Cir t ' ,  ed i te d by Alber t  Hd;rani
aftrs:M=.mhe
c htrraciEiiiiiislh ured by " I s I am i c " c i r-
ies wi th those o l  Medieval  I ta l ian,
Byzant ine.  and Chinese c i t ies.

The Franco-tsr . i t ish group has held
several conf'erences in the past few
yexs. Miilclle E*asteru 
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",ieSiliEd-T;oni ili J-inor. meet i n g.il It
deals wi th problerns of  comparat ive

u rban  ana l ys i s ,  u rban  po l i c i es  and  so -
c ia l  pract ices,  socia l  space and pol i t ica l
ideology and thei r  eFf 'ect  on c i ty  form
and  i n rage  i n  seve ra l  M idd le  Eas te rn
ci t ies.  Hal f  the arr ic les in  the book are in
F rench  and  the  ed i t o r s  o f  t he  F rench
part  seem to have considered i t  a  sepa-
rate vof ume ha.., in_q its cwn tit le: point

de yue .sur le.s Ville.s clu Magreh ct clu
Mac'ltrek.The book presents a number
of inrp6rtant contributions. at least from
a conceptual  s tandpoint .  P ickvance's
ar t ic le ,  "Comparat ive Urban Analys is
and Assunrpt ions about  Causal i ty"  is
essenr ia l  reading for those interested in
appty ing the comparat ive approach to
any  g roup  o f  c i t i es  i n  t he  M idd le  Eas r .
B rown ' s  a r t i c l e .  "The  Mus l i r r r  C i t y :
The Uses of  a Concept , "  is  excel lent .
He rev iews recent  western wr i t inss on
the subject  and suggests that  cu;renr
tbcus on space and urban process repre-
sents a posi t ive change because i t  no
Ionger iso lates the ls lamic d i  mension.
He predicts .  however.  that  in terpreta-
t ions of  the form of  the Musl im c i ty
based on cul tura l  and re l ig ious aspects
w i l l  con t i nue  to  do rn ina te  t he  f i e l d .

T!sAv!:ll:!r: t c :tt-!-? s 7,€d !ts-d -br
A. Saggaf ,  d i f fers in  that  the edi tors
rifrtE n'6attempt to conrrol rhe national-
i .s t ic  tendencies of  the aurhor .s .  Spon-
sored by the Professors 'Wor ld Peace
Academy, the book contains interdisci-
p l inary essays that  cover  h is tor ic  and
contemporary issues in  Is lamic and
Middle Eastern urbanism. Most  of  the
contributions are from Muslim scholars
and repre.sent  a common l ine of  th ink-
ing,  as ev ident  in  Saggaf 's  br ie f  in t ro-
duct ion.  He states that  mo.st  scholars
disagree wi th Lrp idus,  s ince Musl im
ci t ies do l rave cer ta in d is t inct ive fea-
tures,  and a unique layout  and physical
design.  Saggaf  goes on to te l l  us that  the
book wi l l  not  t reat  the Is lamic c i ty  as a
historical phenonrenon butas acontem-
porary ent i ty  capable of  prov id ing a
harmon ious en v iron ment for i ts inhabi-
t  an ts .
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Based on this '  the book proceeds to avenues fbr research for the special ist .  bui lding disputes, Hakim io.nt i i l
:li*: i:lr;,*Y:::::":ffi "I::i""'::::'.::l'"::j::1:10.1-: 

,,"*- *?"J"*s and door ,oca,ions,citv come in its urban process? what highlighting this forgotten period of or"o'* nJr' i,r, l lo?ll i ,,ff: i f::happened to the older city core? What Muslim urbanism. were determined, and how these factorsare the socia l '  cu l tura l  and re l ig ious 
-Msefer 'sv i l les ls lamiqr tes isaresur t  in f luenced the shape of  the c i ty  ofimpl icat ions of  th is  urban t rend? schol-  of  research sponsored by the Interna-  Tunis.

ars f rom diverse d isc ip l ines and back-  t ional  Union of  Archi tects.  The book In the second par t ,  he begins bystat_'grounds at tempt to answer.  us ing a d iscusses the types and stages of  urban ing that  h is  research has uncovered thevar iety  of  case studies,  inc luding sam- genesis and the format ion of  var ious e x is tence of  a v i ta l ,  yet  unconsciousara '  Jerusalem'  cai ro '  and Beiru t '  Musl im c i t ies,  p lanned and spontane- tunguage of  physical  erements that  cutAmong the new surveys' Raymond's ous.A q-q-gvey of the recent urban devel- uc.oss ti. oity, creating a set of campo_book' ?"/re Gr eat Arab Cities in the l6th- opment of Muslim cit ies follows, iden- nents that were organ i zed in differentlTthCenmrt"  is  r ight fu l ly  t i t led "An t i fy ing the pat terns of  growth and ways to create the Musl im c i ty .  HeIntroduct ion" ' I t  a t tempts to examine chan-ee,  wi th emphasis on the re lat ion-  ident i f ies t  3  d i f ferent  e lemenfs f romthe urhan condi t ion of  Arab c i t ies under ship of  the t rad i i ional  h is tor ic  core to which Musr im c i t ies are made.  examin_ot toman ru le '  Raymond asser ts  h is  the re.st  of  the c i ty .  The format  is  sys-  ing the locat ion and form of  each,  andinterest  in  what  he cal ls  " th is  g lobal ly  temat ic ,  wi th a good barance berween i l lust rates th i .s  wi th a beaut i fu ld iagramunderest imated era which was subject  text  and graphics.  Msefer  employs that  he cal ls . .morphological  analys is . , ,to dero-eatory historical assessment.. '  examples of cit ies from all over the In the last section, Hakim presenrs anHestates that .  a l thou-eh ot toman domi-  Musl im wor ld.  yet  h is  , r .  orn"-"on ' -  i " * rp. . r " r i "n of  urban form usingex_nal ionoverArabMusl imci t iesbrought  parat ive approach is  very s impr is t ic .  urp l ' . r i iur i l lust ratehowthebui ld ing
about generall l '  negative conditions, The entire text is based on secondary process was governed by rerigious andwi th l i t t le  or ig inal i ty  in  archi tecfura l  sources,  and the graphics come f rom a pol i t ica l  author i ty .  He evaluates theand urban creat ions '  the form of  Arab wide range of  aocuments,  inc luding urban form of  runis  and concludes byci t ies dur ing that  era ref lected in f lu-  monographs,  journals,maps,and t rav-  suggest ingthatact ions bygovernmentences from the ottoman capital. local elers' sketches. The book is useful as a auihorit ies were more important in de-bui ld ing t radi t ions '  and the Medi terra-  manual  on t radi t ional  and contempo- termin ing the locat ion of  the c i ty ,  i tsnean'  The f i rs t  par t  of  the book deals raryMusl imci t iesatd i f ferenrstagesof  centra l  , i - ,orqu. .  and bur ia l  p laces,w i th  the organizat  ion of  the ot toman development .  but  i t  is  of  dubious value whi le  act ions by pr ivate c i t izens shapedEmpire and the characteristics of Arab to the serious scholar. the streets, the houses, the walls, andcities under its veil' Tlis i-s followed by $tLiabatnhieJslamic-C.iri.c.sjs-the openings. Hakim also suggests that thea discus'sion of the elements and general mdt controversial and most ambitious eartieriel iance on Islam as a basis forfeaturesof  boththeurbancenterandthe of  a l l the new books,  represent ing the analyz ingMusl imci t ieswasessent ia l ly

res ident ia l  d is t r ic ts '  and f ina l ly  a re-  new nat ional is t  t radi t ion in  the studyof  sound.  H-e suggests that  the roots of  theview of  the pract ice of  imper ia l  o t to-  Musl im urbanism. Hakim states h is  form of  a l l  Musl im c i t ies should pr i -man ar t  in  Arab c i t ies and the pers is-  object ive in  the preface:  to  systemat i -  mar i ly  be at t r ibuted to the bui ld ingtence of  local  ar t is t ic  t radi t ion.  ca l ly  demyst i fy  and record a l l the bui ld-  pr inc ip l "s  thar  were generated by Is-Raymond ' s  examp les  a re  l im i t ed  to  i ngandp tann lngp r i nc ip les tha tshaped  tam icd i v i ne law .  l nh i swords :cai ro,  Damascus,  Areppo,  and Musir .  the "Arabic-rs tamrc"  c i ty .  His centra l
Becausethebookisonlyanint roduc-  thesis iss imple;  hebel ievesthat there is  Al l  c i r ies in  the Arab and ls lamic
t ion to an unexplored subject ,  there is  an Is lamic reason behind the form oi  wor ld inhabired by Musl ims share an
litt le room for a crit ique. Its four chap- Arabic orMuslirn cit ies rhurj*;if i ;;.- lslamic id,entity which is direcrty due
ters read like separate papers, each with guing that Islamic law has been particu- to the application of sharia values in
its own concrusions. rhe book courd iarryresponsibreforthecer"r;.';; fffl::il::fli::*t;rr":::il:have bene f i red f rom sonre inregrar ion,  of  the Musl im c i ty .  He d iv ides the book ; ; ; ; ; ; . .  oFlaw through bui ld ingand possibly an introduction to explain into three independent parts. The first guidelines as a prime facror whichits structure' Nevertheless, Raymond's deals with neighborhood building and, shaped rhe rradirional Arabic-lslamic
book is  very usefu l  in  prov id ing a re-  maintenance pr inc ip les ,n0. .  r r r "u* io c i tyand i tde-emphasizescl imareasa
view of the f iterature for the general Law.Citingfitax,r,or.rulings;;;; majordeterminingfacror.
reader and nerv research quest ions and by Malk i jur is ts  to resolve-urban and Obviously ,  Hakim,s book is  an im_
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por tan t  add i t i on  t o  t he  l i t e ra tu re  on  occupy2g .5pe rcen to f t he to ta l  a rea .A t
Musl im urbanism because i r  ar temprs to no poinr  are we informed of  the s igni f i_
rev i ve  t he  o ld  " l s l an r i c "  a rgumen t  o f  cance ,  re levancy ,  o raccu racyo f these
the  f i r s t  o r i en ta l i s t  schoo l .  Howeve r .  numbers l  I n fac t , t he re i snomen t i onoF
the book 's  importance should nor  srop the t ime per iod under which the c i ty
us f rom asking cer ta in quest ions.  I t  was was analyzed,  nor  is  there any arrempt
pub l i shed  i n  1986 .  ye t  t he  i n t roduc t i on  t o  compare  these  numbers  ro  t he i r
i s  da ted  1979 .  was  the  book  s ta l l ed  i n  equ i va len ts  i n  o the r  Mus l im  c i t i es .
the press for  seven years and then pub- Hak im's conren r ion that  a l l  rhe c i t ies of
l i shed inan "as i s "cond i t i on . i gno r i ng  the  A rab  and  Mus l im  wor ld  a re  l i ke
al l  the re levant  mir ter ia l  that  came out  Tunis in  that  they share an Is lamic iden-
dur ing that  per iod? S.  Al -  Hath loul 's  t i ty  that  could be d i rect ly  l inked to the
TIre Arub Muslint cin':Traclir ion, Con- application of Muslim law remains un_
t i t t t r i t l 'andChang,e.  or ig inal ly  a ph.D.  substant ia ted.  His suggest ion thatc l i -
d isser tat ion at  Mlr .  and publ ished by mate was not  a major  factor  in  deter-
UMI  i n  198  I .  makes  exac t l y  rhe  same m in ing theshapeo f the  Mus l imc i t y  i s
argument  as Hakim and uses s imi lar  evenmoreerroneous,s incecl imatewas
examples from Tunis and Medina. The nevereven investigated in his research.
t i t lb  of  Hakim's book is  s l ight ly  mis-  In  spi te of  i ts  drawbacks,  Hakim's
leading; we e.x pect a treatise on M uslim book is a sign that scholarly research on
c i f i es .bu i i n fac rge tacases tud .yo f  rhe  Mus l imurban i sm is inahea l t hys ' t a te .  l t
city ofrunis. In a study in urban history, reminds us of the different research
oneexpectsabet terexplanat ionof the cyc les we go through as academics.
t ime per iod under s tudy.  and of  the Fi rs t  we had the or ienta l is ts ,  then the
category "Arabic- ls lamic c i t ies."  rev is ionis ts ,  and now we have the na-
Hakim's is  too s impl is t ic ,  namely that  t ional is ts .  I t  is  i ronic  that ,  to  make thei r
fs lam emerged in Arabiaand thar  Ara-  point ,  the nat ional is ts  had to rever t  to
bic  is  the language of  the Quran.  argumenrs or ig inal ry  in t roduced by the

o the rp rob le rnsa r i se : f o rexamp le ,  o r i en ta l i s t s .  The  na t i ona l i s t s  have
Hakim's t reatrnenr  of  the c i ty  is  a for-  fa l len prey both to the or ienta l is t  dog-
malist and static one. Although he pro- mas they inherited and to their desire to
duces oneof  the best  d iagrammat ic  rep-  gain legi t imacy among thei r  western
resentations of thc concept of the Mus- peers by opposing the revisionist trends
l im c i ty ,  h is  texr  reveals a v is ion of  the of  the la te s ix t ies and ear ly  sevent ies.  I f
c i ty  as merely  an assembly of  physical  the cyc le cont inues,  in  the near future
elements.  He interprets the c i tymore as we should get  a s t ructura l is t  or  a phe-
a st i l l  photograph at  a s ingle point  in  nomenological  in terpretat ion of  Mus-
t ime than a l iv ing,  growing organism. l im urbanism.
A lso ,  h i s  use  o f  wha t  he  ca l l s  quan t i t a -
rive and qualitarive evatuations.orciry i;l;,i;i,i..ill'i,1fi,';'ffi..:;l;ij1ffi:
form is very con fusing and adds l itt le or ;ff i . 

'

noth ing to h is  argument .  For  example,
he uses the plan inreter to measure dif- 2. wii l iam Marqais, ..L'tstamisme er ra vie
ferent areas on the city map of Tunis Urbaine," in L'Acadenie dcs inscriprions el
and. based on this, identif ies percent- h(l les-lettrcs: Conpte.r Rcrrirr.r (Paris. 1928),
ages of the different types of onen 

pp' 86-100' George Margais. "L'Urbanisme

sPaces and functionat tanO uses in the 
Musulmane" in Congresdt lu FedcrationdesSo-

city. From rhis anary.sis we or.inio.r.J ffi;.t;;HlJ'."-:;!,'{:;:::,:,:;::fiffi:
that. in the typical M us I im c i ty, court- Musrt l tnoncs cle L,Al i ique ttu Nort l(Aiger. t95?)
yards occupy 24.9 percent and services and Fe: in the Age .f the Marittides (Norman.

196  |  ) .

3 .  Cus tave  Von  Grunebaum. ' .Thc  S t ruc ru re  o f
the Muslim Town." in /sionr; Essars in the No-
ture ond Grox,th of u Cultural Tratlition lFrovt-
l edge  and  Kegan  Pau l ,  19 .55 ) .

4. Jairazghoy, Arr antl Ciries of Islan (Asia
Publ ishing House. 1965).  Adel  Ismai l .  Or i lq i , r ,
Ideologr and Plrl.sir.al putrtrn of Arah tJrhani-
:a/ l rzr  (Karsruhe:  Univers i ty  Dissertat ions.
1969).  Ahmed Monier ,  Ci t ies oJ ' Is lam (Beirut :
BAU P ress .  l 97 l ) .

The Arab c i t .v ,  I .  serageldin and s.  El_sadek.
Arab Urban Developnrent  lnst i rure,  19g2.

ls lamic Archi teclure and Urbanism. A.  Ger-
men. King Faisal  Univer.s i ry press.  19g3.

Middle Eastern Cities in a Comparative per_

spect ive,  edired by K.  Brown. M. Jole,  p.
Sluglet t .  and S.  Zubuida.  l rhaca press.  I  986.

The Middle East Cit.y. A. Saggaf. paragon

House. 1987.

The Great  Arab Ci t ies In the l6th- l7 lh Centu-
r ies:  An Introduct ion,  A.  Raymond, New york

Univers i ty  Press.  |  984.

V i l l e s  I s l a m i q u e s :  C i t d s  d ' h i e r  e t
d 'aujourd 'hui .  J .  Msefer,  Consei  I  lnrernur ional
de la Language Francai .se.  |  985.

Arabic Is lamic Ci t ies:  Bui ld ing and planning

Pr incip les,  B.  S.  Hakim, Kpl ,  1986.



r J e s l g n  E o o t (  K e v l e w

a

To the Edirors:

I am writing in regard to Martin pawley's Fall
1987 review of Sustainable Communities (Sim
Van der Ryn and peter Calthorpe, editors). In it,
he makes some snide remarks about a chapter I
contribured to this book and juxtaposes two
quotes out of context, which prompts me to
write this letter,

In an early section ofthis chapter, I discuss
the increasing need for child care: ..... it's pre_
dicted that by 1990 eighty percent of all pre_
school children will be in day care which means
not on.ly more provisions for day care, but more
work opportunities in or close to residentiat
neighborhoods for both men and women, more
possibilities of part-rime and flex-time work,
and greateraccessibility to public transport." (p.
122) Six pages later, in a section on attempts to
create safer and more livable cities, I describe
the Dutch experiments with,.Woonerf': .lAn_

dther successful form ofstreet .reclamation' is
the Dutch 'woonerf.' A joumalist whose child
had been killed by a car got together with other
bereaved parents and started an organization
lobbying for safer cities. It was called .Stop the
Child Murders.'The result was a form of rede_
velopment of streets which is now very success_
ful in Holland, and which has spread to other
West European countries, In a .woonerf,' cars
and people freely mix, but on a very controlled
basis." (p. | 28)

Here is how Mr. Pawley refers io these
quotes:

"Clare has a way with simple ideas: for ex_
ample. 'By 1990, 80 percenr of ail preschool
children will be in day care' or ,Stop the chitd
murders.' Is there a connection between chil-
dren in day care and.child murder. or is it all a
matter of housing layouts?"

Not only does Mr. pawley juxtapose two
quotes that had nothing to do with each other (a
cheap tactic not uncommon among reviewers),
but then there is the matter ofform ofaddress. It
seems scarcely conceivable that in the late l9g0s
there should be such a clear example of sexist
attiludes either expressed or published in the
review of a book. When discussing the various
authors represented in this book, pawley consis_
tently employs either the full name or (subse-
quent to first mention) the sumame of each
aulhor. Except, that is. for myself_rhe onty

female contriburor-whom after initial identifi _
cation is referred to several times merely as
Ciare.

I find this condescending and sexist attirude
quite unacceptable. Considering the world-
weary, seen-it-all tone of Mr. pawley's review,
perhaps he should better spend his time educat_
ing himself in non-sexist vocabulary and forms
of address.

Clare Cooper Marcus
Professor of Architecture and
Landscape Architecture
University of California, Berkeley

t
ProfessorCooper Marcus is quite rightto object
to my familiarity in referring to her by her
Christian name in my review o/ Sustainable
Communities, while using the surnames of the
male contibutors to the anthology. I can now
see that this was offensive and I unreservedly
apologize.

. However, if it is a cheap tactic of reviewert
to take quotations out ofcontext, so is it a kneei
jerk reaction ofthose who speak or wrire rashly
to claim that this has been done. I mighr u,ith
equal justice object to professor Cooper
Marcus's omission of nry reference to Charles
Manson's "family" in the passage from the
review that she quotes.

"World $'eary" or not, I foutrd the argu-
ments, even the title af "Design as if people
Mattere d," na ive, self-t'alidating, and contra-
dictoty. What is the point of providing ptay
areas that can be supet-visedfrom the home, if
the home is unoccupied during the ',very dffi-
cult time ben'yeen2:00 and6:00 p.m." ? What is
new about communal kitchens and shared en-
trances? Thefirst has been the suhject ofunsuc-
cessful e.rperimentationfor 80 years; the second
was lhe norm in l9th-cennry housing long
before it gave public housing a bad name. Is
Professor Cooper Marcus actually saying any-
thing at all w,hen she claims that 4-6 households
sharing anentry "can u,ork," while I0-12 ', may
Iead to cotfiict" ? Should she endorse, espe-
cially at second hand, a claim tltat any housing
layout will "Stop the Child Murders"---espe.
cially when it is clear that, in the case in ques-.
tion, the Dutch journalist's child u,as not "mur-
dered," but killed by accident?

The most important thing the housing !ay-
outs Professor Cooper Marcus describes have
in common is that they are all isolated examples

that run counter fo the long-term multifuld tret
toward social fragmentation that is reflected. in
de c reas in g h ouse ho I d s ize and inc re as i n g ho us g. _
hold formation in all Western countries. Thi
plus the economic opportunity attendant uoc,,
mas s ive d e mand, exp I aini al I t he-',wai t i n s I is ts,,
to which she refers, without the need to drop ,
and glorify minor design variations.

LETTERS

Martin Pawley

o

To the Editors:

Nezar AlSayyad's 2,000 word essay [.,Arab
Muslim Cities," DBR 14) artempm ro discus
seven books, including my Arabic_lslamic Cit.
ies: Building and planning principles (19g6).
The reviewer allocates 40 percent of the article
to it, presumably because it is in his words ,,fht
mostcontroversial and most ambitious of all the
new books." He poses a number of quesrions
and issues which requirc rny response.

The reviewer starts with a preionception thar-
theliterature on this topic should be caresorized
into distinct ideological camps according to the
approach inherenr in the work..This artitude is
unfortunate and biased, as it prederermines
appreciation and understanding. [n fact, the thrust.
of my work was to achieve the opposite of what
he contends. (Compare, for instance, the reac-
tion ofJanet Abu-Lughod in her shorr review of
the book in MESA Builetin t}llg.ll, and the
recent review by Amos Rapoport inJournal of , t
Architectural Education [4] /2,Winter t9ggl.;
With respect to specific issues raised:

. The reasons for the title ofthe book and the-
categorization of "Arabic-lslamic Cities,, is
explained adequately in the Introduction.

. The time period from which sources were
obtained for Tunis is from.the early twelfth ro
the late nineteenth centuries, as indicated in the
book.

. Regarding treatment of rhe city in a formal_
ist and static manner, information on change and
growth was difficult to assemble; however, when
data wos available it was incorporared, as in fis.
16, p. 73,.

. The quantitarive data on Tunis was in fact
used to compare with other cities. as indicated
on Pp. I 14-117.

. Alsayyad argues that I have not adequarelv
substantiated my conrenrion that traditional 

"ii_ies in rhe Arab and Muslim world are similar ro
Tunis in that they share an lslamic idenrity that 

:
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could be directly linked to the application of
Muslim law. Since 1984, however, I have accu-
mulated adequale data to prove without any
doubt that Lhis is so. I hope to publish this evi-
dence in the future.

. As to my finding that climate was not a
major factorin determining the shape of Muslim
cities, I have'assumed that the reader is familiar
with the abundant literature about this interpre-
tation and felt it was unnecessarv to refute that in
the book.

. Regarding AlSayyad's quesrioning of dates
of completion and publication, I completed
writing the book in July 1979, but it was not
published until 1986, this war due to: (a) the
generally slow process involved in finding a
suitable publisher, (b) a number of moves and
other personal circumstances which prevented
me from accelerating the process, and (c) the
manuscript remaining with the publisher for
two-and-one-hal f years before it was publ ished.

Yes, it was published essenrially as it was
rvhen I completed it in mid-1979, primarily
because I felt that no new material had appeared
in the interim that would have justified, revision
of the work. As for Al-Hathloul's Ph.D. disser-
tation. which the reviewer mentions, I was fully
aware of it. I believe my work influenced him
and others who followed. This was mainly due
to two visits I made to MIT. The first was in
April 1977 when I shared my findings with some
faculty at MIT and Harvard and was asked to
discuss their ramifications with a number of
graduate students, including Al-Harhloul. I also
made them aware of the significance of Ibn al-
Rami's l4th-century manuscript, "Kitab al-l'lan
bi-Ahkam al-Bunyan"("The Book forCommu-
nicating Building Solutions").(This is oneof the
most important sources I have found. Although
mentioned earlier by Robert Brunschvig in his
ar t ic le  "Urbanisme Medieval  et  Droi t
Musulman,"Revue des Etudes Islamiques IYol,
XV, l947l,I believe I was the firsr afrer him ro
use it extensively,) The second visit was in Feb-
ruary 1981, when I presented my completed
findings through numerous seminars and a public
lecture. Since then I have continued to lecture
and publish a number of articles on this topic.
(The most comprehensive and recent article,
which in a way supplements what I have in the
book, ispublished in Vol. 3of theEncyclapedia
of Archirecture [Wiley, 1988].)

Besim Hakim, AIA. AICP
King Faisal Universiry

I

I started my ret'iev, by mentioning that Hakim's
bookwas an important addition to the lirerature
and I ended it by saying that its puhlication v'as
a sign that scholarly research on Muslim urban-
ism is witnessing a healrhy revival. I beliet'e that
no scholarly work on a cultural subject, like the
Muslim cit-v, could be free of an inherent ideol-
ogy. tt is naive to think otherwise. Most contem-
porary authors recognize this and same would
even attempt ta identify lheir ideological posi-
tions or state their scholarly biases at the outset.
An author wlrc does not do so leaves it up to the
readers to interpret or classify the work, and
should not complain when they do just that.

I indicated that we need a better e-rplanation
of the category "Arabic-lslamic Cities" be-
cause the one that Hakim offers (that Islam
emerged in Arabia and that Arabic v,as the
language of the Quran) is too simplisric.Yet he
insists that the reasons for the title v'ere ade-
quately explained in his intoduction. Even if
this is the case, how can o aurhor justif)' calling
the book " Arabic-lslamic Cities" when it is onlv
a case study ofTunis?

Altho ugh H o kim acknowled ges that is sues of
change and growth were dfficult to incorpo-
rate, he neverilrcless refers us tofig. 16, v'hich
primarily illustrates the "development(al) se-
quence of Khutba mosqnes in Tunis." Does a
sntall map shov,ing the location and chronology
ofa few mosques adequately address lhe com-
plex process of urban formation? I don' t think

By his owtr cottfession, the contention that
the traditional cities of the Arab Muslim v'orld
are similar to Tunis is not substantiated in the
book.The issue ofclimate is not addressed at all.
Why thendoes Hakimreferus to his unpublished
work or private data, which he claims x'ill
"prove without any douht" his theories? And
where do we find this "abundan! literature"
which sttpports his "finding" that climate v,as
not a majorfaclor in deterntining the shape of
Muslim cities? If this is tue,then he should have
elaborated on tlrc sources of his "interpreta-

!ion."

With regard to the disuepancy between the
dates of completi on and puhl icat ion of t he book,
I do understand the problems involved in pub-
Iishing a work on the history of Muslim cities,
Bnt to say that no new malerial in the interim
could have changed matters reflects Hakinr's
disre gard for many of hi s c oll ea g ue s, i nc I udi n g
the editors and authors of fie other books which
were included in my review,

I still havefaith in and regardfor Hakim,s
scholarship, and he was very brave to have
undertaken sttch an endeavor. My review, how_
ever, v'as not about him but about his book.

Nezar AlSayyad, Ph.D.
Adjunct Professor & Research Associare
U nivers ity of C olifor nia, B erkeley

Diana Woodbridee

:

REPARATION

Dell Upton's "Where the Heart Ist'IDBR t4, pp,
69-76) suffered from some unfortunate errors in
editing for whi ch DB R would like to apologize.
In particular, on page 74 in the concluding
sentences ofthe second paragraph, the quotation
marks were deleted from a passage of James
Gowans's The Comfortable House, making it
appearto be Upton's ratherthan Cowans's point
of view. The paragraph should read as follows:

"Certainly some of the poor others were
trying to become middle class, but many middte-
class people were trying hard to keep them out.
The others' disturbing lifeways were the threat
against which the comfortable house asserted
'security in the sense of defense against the
worldl roots in the past, especially acolonial and
English past: and virtue in the sense of family
stability,' and against them stood the suburbs
that Gowans loves: 'Unflortunately, from a doc-
trinaire ideological standpoint, these suburbs
worked as humane and livable environments on
principles of enlightened self-interest, that
wicked old Adam Smithish doctrine. In sum,
post-Victorian suburbs were altogether too indi-
vidualistic, too inegalitarian, for architectural
opinion in the 1960s. But for the decades from
1890 to 1930, they were perfect-perfectly
comfortable.' "


