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ARGUMENTATIVE FALLACIES, informal.

Tautologv: Needless repetit ion of an idea in a different word, phrase
or sentence; using the logical equivalent of onets conclu-
s ion to  arBue for  i t .

E.G. Unti l  we respect the needs of the cl ient, ye wil l  never
achieve. a user-oriented architect,ure. Icl ient = userJ

Ignoratio Elenchi: An argunent purport ing to establish a part icular con-
clusion is diverted to proving a different conclusion.

E.G. Unti l  we respect
never achieve a

Argunentum,Ad Hominen: Appeal ing to
in attacking
the issue.

E.G .

the needs of the cl ient,  we wi1.L
user -or ien ted  arch i tec tu re .  Ic l ien t  I  user ]

prejudices rather than to reason, Bs
onets opponent rather than debat ing

3b. ftgumentun Ad Honinem:
( circunstantial )
E .G .

5 .

4. Arqumentuu Ad Baculum:

E.G.

Phil ip Johnsonrs buildings wiLl never attain J.asting
architectural signif icance, for he caters to the
fashions of high society.

Argumentation baseC on the bias or vested interests
of the speaker,
ttBungalow nagazine articles have generally been com-
pJ.ied by architects or builder-architects vho specia-
lize in them and are looking for customers; or by
romantic and sentinental young ladies who enthuse
over the external inpressions the bungalows excite.fl

-peter B. trrr ight,( l9rg) anrl-bungalowist

The appeal to threats when direct evidence or ration-
al argunents fai1.

If you insist on building nith unconventional fram-
ing or detailing, Iou nil1 soon go broke.

6 .

.Areumentum Ad lqnor s

E.G.

Arqumenuum Ad Populum:

E.G.

Arguing that I proposition is true simply on
the basis that i t  has not been proven false.
Ttris building will be perfectly safe in a earrh-
quake, for i t  has pbssed al l  seismic requirements.

The attempt to vin popular assent to a concJ.usion by
arousing the enotions and enthusiasms of the nulti-
tude rather than by appealing to the relevant facts.
The increasing disorder in our toms is of fensive:
their decay damages our self-esteem and injures our
dignity. They are not worthy of our age. They are
not worthy of us' 

-L" corbusier , Lgz5
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Appendix  '  cont .

Argumentun Ad Miselicordiam:

E .G .

Argumentum Ad Vericuntiam:

.a

E.G.

Per i t io  Pr inc ip i i :
IUegging the question)

E .G .
/'

CompLex Quest,ions:

E.G.

@:

E.G.

Pi ty  i s  appea led  to  fo r  the  sake o f  ge t t ing

a  conc lus ion  accePted '

CIAM was keenly aware of the world wide hunger

for fcod and shelter,  was aware of the thousands

i f  no t  mi l l ions  c f  dearhs  tha t  were  occur ing

da i ly  because o f  th is  hunger .  These arch i -

tecE;  fe l t  the  burden o f  respons ib i l i t y  on

the i r  shou lders .
- J .  S o 1 t , a n ,  o P e n i n g  t o  H . A . R .  f o r u m

An appeal to an aut 'hor i ty outsj .de that authori-

ty rs  f ie ld  o f  comPetence

Our engineers produce architecture, for Ehey

employ a mathemaEi.cal  calculat ion which derives

from natural  law and their  works give us the

feeling of HARTYONY.
-Le  Corbus ie r  (Vers  une Arch i tecEure '  1923)

An argument which assumes as a Prenise ghe very con-

clusion i t  is used tc Prove.

Our environment will return to a heal'thy sEaEe hrhen

Post-Modernism replaces Ehe bleakness of the Inter-

national Style with t'he symbolic contenE necessary
to human welL-being.

A11 f-ife is function and therefore unartisEic.

"  
-Hannes Meyer,  t tBui lding,t t  1928

Begging the quest ion in a quest ion.

l.Ihy does Robert Venturi ridicule the common man?

Questiors that presune some sort of Platonic archetype
against whlch a particular object or example can be
neasured for its PuriEY.

The institution of the supermarket should be exorcised
from our cities because it violates t,he urban fabric.
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