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AUTHORSHIP

Authors are the name of the person who first validly 
published the name. 

Rosaceae Jussieu

Conostylideae Lindley

Mohavea A. Gray

Calamus javensis Blume



Published the 

species for the 

first time; written 

in parentheses

Machaeranthera juncea (Greene) Hartman

Greene originally authored the juncea species, then 
revised by Hartman

AUTHORSHIP IN SPECIES NAME REVISION



WHAT IS A BASIONYM?

The “name bearing” name. 
The original (possibly now rejected) name, 
part of which (the epithet) has been used in a 
new combination. 

Person(s) who named basionym.  Retained!

Author(s) in parentheses?



BASIONYM

E.g., Sedum variegata S. Watson was transferred to 
the genus Dudleya by Moran, new species name is:

Dudleya variegata (S. Watson) Moran

[Note:  Sedum variegata S. Watson is the basionym]

New 

genus

Epithet 

(remained)
Published the revised 

name of D. 

variegata.

Published the 

species for the first 

time; written in 

parentheses

No parentheses



BASIONYM

E.g., Muhlenbergia shepherdii (Vasey) Swallen was 
transferred to Blepharoneuron by P. M. Peterson & 

Annable, new name:

Blepharoneuron shepherdii (Vasey) P. M. Peterson & Annable

[Note: Sporobolus shepherdii Vasey is the basionym)

New 

genus
Epithet 

(remained) Published the revised 

name of B. shepherdii.

Published the species 

for the first time; written 

in parentheses

No parentheses



Latin Terms and Abbreviations



combinatio nova, a taxon published after being transferred 

to a new position or rank.

“sp. nov.”   AND   “comb. nov.”

Lithospermum album (G. L. Nesom) J. Cohen, comb. nov.

Eryngium pendletonense, sp. nov.

Species nova, a new spesies published for the first time

BASIONYM:  Macromeria alba G. L. Nesom



Gray validly published the 

name Microseris elegans

Microseris elegans Greene ex A. Gray

Greene originally 

proposed (but not 

validly published)

“ex”



Thank you


